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16th May 2005

MSN SEARCH ANNOUNCES SPONSORSHIP DEAL WITH WORLD QUIZZING CHAMPIONSHIPS 

MSN Search, one of the UK’s leading search engines, today announced an international sponsorship deal with the world’s only international quiz competition, the World Quizzing Championships. 

The newly-titled ‘MSN Search World Quizzing Championships’, which is organised by the International Quizzing Association (IQA), will take place on 2 July in 12 countries around the world with an estimated 3,000 quizzers taking part.  The UK event will take place at Silverstone race course and will be hosted by quiz veteran Nicholas Parsons.

For the world’s growing number of quiz fanatics the World Quizzing Championships form the highlight of the competitive calendar. The event is open to anyone, but attracts the world’s very best quizzers, who view the title as the ultimate quizzing accolade. Last year the UK event was attended by champions from Mastermind, Who Wants to be a Millionaire?, 15-1 and a raft of other quiz supremos. The World title was taken by a Brit, the BBC’s ‘Eggheads’ panellist Kevin Ashman. 

As part of the campaign around the event, MSN will stage a ‘Man vs Machine’ competition in which it will pit a quiz champion against your average  ‘man off the street’ aided by MSN Search.

MSN Search Marketing Manager Clare Bolton commented; “Whether it’s playing Trivial Pursuit or shouting answers at the TV during Who Wants to Be a Millionaire?, everybody loves quizzing, and it’s a phenomenon which appears to be growing more and more. 

“As the ideal place for people to search for facts and trivia, MSN Search is the perfect tool for quiz enthusiasts, so we’re extremely excited about sponsoring what promises to be the Oscars of the quizzing world.”

Jane Allen, managing director the IQA and quizzing.co.uk, said; “Since we established the World Quizzing Championships in 2003, we’ve seen it’s popularity soar. This year we expect to see 3,000 people take part on 2 July, in 12 global locations as diverse as the USA, Estonia, India, Russia and of course the UK. 

“It’s great to have MSN Search on board and we’re confident that with such a strong global brand involved, the Championships and the IQA will continue to go from strength to strength.”

MSN launched the new MSN Search in April 2005. Used by over 5.7 million people in the UK, it offers more relevant and precise answers to search queries, as well as direct answers from Microsoft Encarta, the No 1 best selling encyclopaedia.
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Sample questions from last year’s World Quizzing Championship:

1 - In which century did Arizona, New Mexico & Oklahoma become states of the USA? 


A: 20th (1912, 1912 & 1907) 

 

2 - Which Icelandic pop group was formed on June 8, 1986, the day that the lead vocalist, Mrs. Gundmundsdottir, gave birth to her son? 


A: The Sugarcubes (vocalist was Björk) 

 

3 - What would a polyandric woman have more than one of? 


A: Husband

 

4 - Which is the brightest planet when viewed from Earth? 


A: Venus

 

5 - Which action performed with the cape in bullfighting takes its name from an incident which occurred as Jesus of Nazareth was led to his crucifixion in Jerusalem? 


A: Veronica (She wiped the face of Christ)

 

6 - Ageusia is the technical name for the severe impairment, or complete loss of which of the body’s senses?

 
A: Taste

 

7 - Truman Capote's famous 1959 crime novel 'In Cold Blood' has a dedication to her. As a child he had spent several summers visiting a relative who lived next door to her family. When she wrote her only novel, she based the character 'Dill' on the young Capote. Name this Pulitzer Prize winning writer, born in Alabama in 1926. 


A: (Nelle) Harper Lee ('To Kill A Mockingbird')

 

8 - In later times the 'Ancient Wonder' the Colossus of Rhodes was identified with many deities, including Apollo, but who was the actual subject of Chares’ great statue? 


A: Helios 

For further information on MSN, please contact:

Ruth Thomas 

020 7025 6437 

ruth.thomas@redconsultancy.com 
Liz Hayes

020 7025 6573
 
liz.hayes@redconsultancy.com
About MSN.co.uk

MSN is the UK’s largest portal attracting over 14.7 million visitors per month in the UK (Nielsen//NetRatings March 2005) and more than 380 million unique users worldwide (MSN Internal Data). Owned by Microsoft, MSN is available in 40 markets and 20 languages.  
MSN offers a wide range of Subscription products including Hotmail Plus and MSN Premium with state of the art parental controls, spam filtering software and photo editing tools.

MSN provides a number of world class innovative communication and information services including:  

· MSN Hotmail, the UK's most popular free web-based e-mail service with over 7.2 million users in the UK (Nielsen//NetRatings March 2005) and over 190 million active accounts worldwide (MSN Internal Data)

· MSN Messenger, the UK's number one instant messaging service on the internet with 8.5 million monthly users (Nielsen//NetRatings March 2005) and over 155 million active users worldwide (MSN Internal data)

MSN Search, one of the UK’s top search sites with over 5.7 million users. (Nielsen//NetRatings March 2005).  MSN Search is available in 32 markets worldwide and 14 languages. MSN Toolbar is available in 47 markets with 53 million installed worldwide

